
Grand Beverage Competition 24-Point Judging Rubric – Herbal & Apothecary 
Category 6 5 4 3 2 1 
Historical 
Accuracy 

Documentation 
explains the 
beverage’s origins and 
its uses in period, and 
entrant provides an 
original recipe. 
 
Entrant provides 
evidence of how the 
beverage was made 
in-period. 

Documentation 
includes an original 
recipe, and a 
correlation of why this 
beverage existed in-
period relative to the 
purpose stated. 

Documentation 
includes a discussion 
of the beverage, 
identifying common 
uses, and some 
ingredients or even a 
partial recipe. 
 
Documentation may 
include evidence of 
the ingredients 
existing at the 
appropriate time and 
place with some 
conjecture as to their 
inclusion in said 
recipe. 

Documentation 
references the 
beverage, and offers 
identifying factors, 
such as uses in 
medicine or main 
ingredient(s). 

Documentation 
depicts a picture 
and/or common name 
of beverage. 
 
Documentation 
includes fewer facts 
and lots of conjecture 
as to the period 
existence/ 
ingredients/ taste. 

No Documentation. 

Difficulty The recipe is followed 
using in-period 
techniques (safety 
assured) 
 
OR 
 
Requires highly 
difficult procedures 
(such as distillation) to 
create. 

The recipe has risk of 
failure if made 
incorrectly; must be 
brewed properly or 
requires a set time of 
days or months to 
infuse before 
processing; can also 
mean that it must be 
appropriately filtered 
to be palatable. 

Ingredients were 
measured out to exact 
specifications using in-
period techniques or 
translation from a 
foreign tongue; the 
recipe requires some 
sort of cooking/chilling 
to be correct. 

Ingredients were 
mixed in reference to 
a period recipe. 

Ingredients were 
thrown together 
according to the 
beverage-maker’s best 
estimates. 

Beverage is a modern-
day substitution for a 
period medicinal drink 
or tonic. 

  



Category 6 5 4 3 2 1 
Craftsmanship Tastes great and 

accurate to boot. 
Tastes great 
 
OR 
 
Tastes totally like what 
the documentation 
told you it should 
taste like. 

Tastes pretty good or 
what you were 
expecting. 

Tastes okay. You were hoping for 
more. 

This is not the 
beverage you were 
expecting, either in 
taste or palatability. 

Creativity Creates own recipe, 
referencing both the 
original and the 
alteration(s), 
explaining the 
reasoning and creating 
a superior product as 
the result. 

Altered recipe.  
 
Includes evidence of 
the ingredients 
existing at the 
appropriate time and 
place with perhaps 
some conjecture as to 
their inclusion in said 
recipe. 

Made period accurate 
changes for any 
number of purposes 
and explains why they 
are period. 

Made alterations for 
flavor or convenience 
that are feasibly 
period. 

Tweaked the recipe 
for flavors or 
convenience. 

No Creativity. 

 


